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Abstract 
The big book media with the character of conservation is the development of learning media adapted to the 
character of the child in early reading. The purpose of this study was to see the effect of big book media on 
conservation characteristics in early reading in the first grade of SD Labschool Unnes using a quasi-
experimental method with a pretest-posttest design with one research class without any comparison class 
with data analysis using SPSS 17. The results of the study were correlation correlation pretest and posttest 
of 0.757 with a determinant coefficient or R Square of 0.573 that the big book media conservation character 
influences early reading with a magnitude of 0.548, to test the significance with Fcount = 22.821 with a 
significance level of 0.000 < 0.005, so the significant influence of big book media on conservation early 
reading skills, to answer the research hypothesis then tested by looking at constant posttest of 48.861 while 
the regression value of 0.561 can be interpreted that the regression coefficient is positive, then the research 
hypothesis is answered by the conclusion that the media is big book conservation characteristics affect early 
reading. 
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1. Introduction  

The big book media with the character of conservation is a learning tool used by 
teachers in helping the process of material transformation carried out in class. The media 
must also be able to provide knowledge to achieve competency standards that have been 
determined by the Government (Kumala and Hartatik, 2016, Angreni, 2018). Big Book is a 
reading book that has a large size, writing, and images. Big Book sizes can vary, for 
example, A3, A4, A5, or newspaper-sized (Lynch, 2008). Big Book size must take into 
account the readability of all students in the class. Big Book can be used in the early class 
because it has characteristics that suit the needs of students. Character as a subjective 
assessment of a person's personality related to personality attributes that can or cannot be 
accepted by society. The character is a natural whole and a disposition that has been 
mastered stably which defines an individual in his overall psychological behaviour that 
makes it typical in ways of thinking and acting (Kurniaman and Noviana, 2017). 
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The teacher can choose the big book whose contents and topics are in accordance 
with the interests of the students or according to the theme of the lesson. In fact, teachers 
can make their own big book according to the characteristics and needs of students. Big 
Book allows students to learn to read through how to remember and repeat reading. 

Many education experts claim that Big Book is very well used in the early classes 
because it can help increase students' interest in reading (Calkins, 2010). Early reading is 
the initial stage in learning to read which is focused on recognizing symbols or signs 
relating to letters so that they become the foundation so that children can continue in early 
reading stage (Kurniaman, et al, 2018). 

The success of learning in schools is measured in reading, writing, listening and 
speaking skills (Chong, 2017), so being a teacher's important concern in language skills 
especially reading is an important tool for academic success (Susanti, 2018). Reading is 
one thing that will not be separated from the world of education. This is all because, in 
every aspect of people's lives, reading activities will be involved more and more often 
(Pahrurrazi, et al, 2018). Reading, in essence, is a complicated one that involves many 
things, not just reciting writing, but also involving visual activities, thinking, 
psycholinguistics, and metacognitive (Kurniaman and Noviana, 2016). Reading habits will 
improve reading comprehension and vocabulary multiplication (Syafitri, 2018), therefore 
big book media with conservation characteristics must be able to increase interest in 
reading the beginnings of low-class students. The role of the teacher is also very important 
in teaching reading (Ermawati, et al. 2018) in using big book media should be able to 
facilitate students in the learning process and provide real experience (Kurniaman, et al, 
2018). The purpose of this study is to see the influence of the big book media with 
conservation characteristics in early reading. 

 

2.  Method 

This study uses a quasi-experimental method with the design of one group pretest-
posttest, that is, an experimental group is given a stimulus and then the dependent 
variable is measured without a comparison group (Bambang and Janah, 2006). Before the 
treatment was carried out in the class, the pretest was given first and after the treatment 
was given a post was done to see the influence of the big book media in the character of 
conservation in reading the beginning. The research design is shown in Figure 1. 

 

O1 X O2 

Figure 1. Research Design 

Explanation:  

O1 : pretest 

X : treatment 

O2 : posttest 

The place of this research is SD Labschool UNNES, with a number of students of 19 
people, with research steps (Sugiyono, 2014) as follows. 
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Figure 2. Research Flow 

 

The initial stage is analyzing the curriculum, basic competencies, competency 
standards, and learning objectives. Next, determine the research subject and compile a 
ledger media with conservation characteristics by experiencing revisions from experts and 
practitioners, after the instrument is validated, the pretest is done to test the early reading 
ability. The next stage is the implementation of learning using ledger media with 
conservation characteristics, then posttest obtained data to be analyzed and conclusions. 
Data analysis techniques were carried out using SPSS 17 so that more accurate data was 
analyzed. 

3. Findings 

The results of this study are to see the influence of the big book media on 
conservation characteristics in reading the beginning. The research subjects only took one 
experimental class without any comparison class, before being treated the experimental 
class was pretested first, then given treatment with learning using big book media 
conservation characteristics at the beginning of reading in a class I conducted at SD 
Labschool Unnes with four meetings, by ending with posttest. Beginning reading skills 
were taken from pretest and posttest data which were analyzed using SPSS 17 with the 
results of correlation analysis or relationships seen in table 1. 

Table 1. Model Summary 

Preliminary studies 

Data analysis 

Determining Subjects, Preparation of Instruments, Revisions and Endorsements 

Pretest 

The Implementation of Learning Using Big Book Media Characterizes Conservation in Early Reading 

Posttest 

Conclusion 
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Model R R Square 
Adjusted R 

Square 
Std. Error of 
the Estimate 

1 .757a .573 .548 5.92605 

a. Predictors: (Constant), POSTEST  

The table above explains the magnitude of the pretest and posttest correlation / 
relationship of the early reading ability of 0.757 by obtaining a determinant coefficient (R 
square) of 0.573 which implies that the influence of independent variables or big book 
media usage on conservation character influences the dependent variable or initial reading 
skills with the effect is 0.548. To see the significance of the influence of the big book media 
conservation characteristics in reading the beginning will be tested using ANOVA with the 
results of the analysis seen in table 2. 

Table 2. ANOVA 

Model 
Sum of 
Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

1 Regression 801.414 1 801.414 22.821 .000a 

Residual 597.007 17 35.118   

Total 1398.421 18    

a. Predictors: (Constant), pretest  

b. Dependent Variable: postest 

The table above shows that the value of Fcount = 22.821 with a significance level of 
0.000 < 0.005, then the conclusion of the data analysis is that the big book media with 
conservation character influences the reading skills of the first grade SD SD Labschool 
Unnes. This proves that children are very fond of the big book media with conservation 
characteristics because they are equipped with images and writings that children can read 
so that they improve their initial reading skills. to answer the research hypothesis, the 
pretest and posttest data were tested for coefficients with the results of the analysis seen 
in table 3. 

Table 3. Coefficients 

Model 

Unstandardized Coefficients 
Standardized 
Coefficients 

t Sig. B Std. Error Beta 

1 (Constant) 48.861 8.381  5.830 .000 

POSTEST  .561 .118 .757 4.777 .000 

a. Dependent Variable: PRETEST 

The table above shows the constant Postes value of 48,861, while the pretest value 
of the regression coefficient is 0.561, can be translated data in table 3 with a constant of 
48,861 means that the consistent value of initial reading skills is 48,851. The big book 
media conservation coefficient with a conservation character of 0.561 states that every 1% 
increase in the value of initial reading skills increases the participation value by 0.561 
which means that the regression coefficient is positive so that the big book media with 
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conservation character influences the beginning reading skills of class I students. SD 
Labschool Unnes. 

4. Discussion 

Beginning reading skills must provide meaningful and concrete learning that can give 
meaning to the symbols of language (Mulyani, et al, 2018). Learning to speak is very 
difficult due to the courage of children, such as reading skills must provide motivation for 
children to do learning (Lu & Liu, 2015), The role of teachers in the reading process, 
among others creating experiences that introduce, maintain, or expand students' ability to 
understand texts ( Saidah, 2017), with big book media conservation characteristics provide 
meaningful learning experiences with large-sized images and writings that provide 
students' understanding of reading beginnings. The results of the study from pretest and 
posttest data can be concluded that the big book media with conservation characteristics 
have an influence on reading the beginning of class I students at SD Labschool Unnes 
with a large regression coefficient of 0.561. The influence of the big book media on 
conservation character makes it easier for students to read because it provides interesting 
images and learning requires the character to cooperate, be honest, and respect the 
opinions of other students. Early reading is a very important skill, for that, a teacher must 
provide learning that is able to develop student reading skills (Kurniaman, et al, 2018). 
reading ability is the basis for mastering various fields of study. If the child at the beginning 
of school does not immediately have the ability to read, he will have difficulty in studying 
other fields of study. 

Big Book is used by teachers when he is doing modeling reading or reading together. 
This type of book will be of interest to students because the appearance attracts their 
attention. Big Book allows students to learn to read through how to remember and repeat 
reading. Many education experts claim that Big Book is very well used in the early classes 
because it can help increase students' interest in reading. The use of Big Book in reading 
learning has the purpose of providing a reading experience. Reading is interactive. The 
involvement of the reader with the text depends on the context. People who like to read a 
text that is useful will meet several goals that they want to achieve, the text that someone 
reads must be easily understood (readable) so that interaction between the reader and the 
text occurs (Mujiatun, Kurniaman, & Meisal, 2015). Adapted to the curriculum that applies 
in elementary school is the 2013 curriculum which emphasizes character not only cognitive 
(Kurniaman, and Lazim, 2017), for this big book media has the character to reflect the 
2013 curriculum objectives. 

5. Conclusion 

Big book media with conservation characteristics have an influence on students in 
beginning reading, it can be seen from the results of research with the research hypothesis 
answered. Early reading learning must provide a media that is able to translate language 
symbols with images so that students are able to remember. This media also emphasizes 
the character of conservation in the learning process. 
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